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Tracking infection rates is necessary to compare the
hospital’s infection experience with that at other hospitals or
at its own hospital over time. To make valid comparisons,
the infection rates must be adjusted for the most important
intrinsic and extrinsic risks of infection. When risk-adjusted
infection rates are compared, significant variations in the
rates may suggest the need for further investigation to
identify possible infection control problems.

Much has been learned in the past 30 years about how
epidemiologic techniques can be used to prevent and control
nosocomial infections (147). Other programs to measure
outcomes of hospital care will benefit from the experiences
of the infection control program as hospitals meet the
continuing challenge to improve the quality of patient care.
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